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Party Organization And American Politics:
  Party Organizations in American Politics Cornelius Cotter,James L. Gibson,John F. Bibby,Robert J.
Huckshorn,1989-09-15 Contradicting the conventional political wisdom of the 1970s which said state political parties were
dormant and verging upon extinction this book reveals that state party organizations actually grew stronger in the 1960s and
1970s Reprinted with a new preface that covers changes in the 1980s in electoral politics Party Organizations in American
Politics encourages a reappraisal of scholarly treatment of party organization in political science   Party Politics in
America Marjorie Randon Hershey,2017-02-17 The seventeenth edition of Party Politics in America continues the
comprehensive and authoritative coverage of political parties for which it is known while expanding and updating the
treatment of key related topics including interest groups and elections Marjorie Hershey builds on the book s three pronged
coverage of party organization party in the electorate and party in government and integrates contemporary examples such
as campaign finance reform party polarization and social media to bring to life the fascinating story of how parties shape our
political system New to the 17th Edition Fully updated through the 2016 election including changes in virtually all of the
boxed materials the chapter openings and the data presented Explores increasing partisan hostility the status of voter ID
laws and other efforts to affect voter turnout young voters attitudes and participation and the role of big givers such as the
energy billionaire Koch brothers in the 2016 campaigns Critically examines the idea that Super PACs are replacing or can
replace the party organizations in running campaigns New and expanded online Instructor s Resources including author
written test banks essay questions relevant websites with correlated sample assignments the book s appendix and links to a
collection of course syllabi   How Parties Organize Richard S Katz,Peter Mair,1994 This book takes a close look inside
political parties bringing together the findings of an international team of leading scholars Building on a unique set of cross
national data on party organizations the contributors set out to explain how parties organize how they have changed and how
they have adapted to the changing political and organizational circumstances in which they find themselves The contributors
are recognized authorities on the party systems of their countries and have all been involved in gathering data on party
membership party finance and the internal structure of power They add to the analysis of these original data an expert
knowledge of the wider political patterns in their countries and thus p   Post-Communist Democracies and Party
Organization Margit Tavits,2013-06-24 Scholars of post communist politics often argue that parties in new democracies lack
strong organizations sizable membership local presence and professional management because they do not need them to win
elections and they may hinder a party s flexibility and efficiency in office Post Communist Democracies and Party
Organization explains why some political parties are better able than others to establish themselves in new democracies and
why some excel at staying unified in parliament whereas others remain dominated by individuals Focusing on the democratic
transitions in post communist Europe from 1990 to 2010 Margit Tavits demonstrates that the successful establishment of a



political party in a new democracy crucially depends on the strength of its organization Yet not all parties invest in
organization development This book uses data from ten post communist democracies including detailed analysis of parties in
the Czech Republic Estonia Hungary and Poland   Political Parties in American Society Samuel James
Eldersveld,Hanes Walton,2000 In this comprehensive introduction to political parties two leading scholars examine how the
party systems works and why it is important giving students a richer understanding of the role of parties in the American
political system An emphasis on regional variations in parties shows students how local needs impact party structure and a
systemic comparison with foreign systems adds a broader perspective on the American party system   The Oxford
Handbook of American Political Parties and Interest Groups L. Sandy Maisel,Jeffrey M. Berry,2010-01-28 The Oxford
Handbooks of American Politics is a set of reference books offering authoritative and engaging critical overviews of the state
of scholarship on American politics Each volume focuses on a particular aspect of the field The project is under the General
Editorship of George C Edwards III and distinguished specialists in their respective fields edit each volume The Handbooks
aim not just to report on the discipline but also to shape it as scholars critically assess the scholarship on a topic and propose
directions in which it needs to move The series is an indispensable reference for anyone working in American politics The
Oxford Handbook of American Political Parties and Interest Groups is a major new volume that will help scholars assess the
current state of scholarship on parties and interest groups and the directions in which it needs to move Never before has the
academic literature on political parties received such an extended treatment Thirty chapters critically assess both the major
contributions to the literature and the ways in which it has developed With contributions from most of the leading scholars in
the field the volume provides a definitive point of reference for all those working in and around the area Equally important
the authors also identify areas of new and interesting research These chapters offer a distinctive point of view an argument
about the successes and failures of past scholarship and a set of recommendations about how future work ought to develop
This volume will help set the agenda for research on political parties and interest groups for the next decade General Editor
for The Oxford Handbooks of American Politics George C Edwards III   Party Government Elmer Eric
Schattschneider,1945   First to the Party Christopher Baylor,2017-09-12 The United States has scores of potential issues
and ideologies but only two major political parties How parties respond to competing demands for their attention is therefore
central to American democracy First to the Party argues that organized groups set party agendas by invading party
nominations to support candidates committed to their interests Where the nominees then go the parties also go Using in
depth archival research and interviews with activists Christopher Baylor applies this proposition to the two most important
party transformations of the twentieth century the Democratic Party s embrace of civil rights in the 1940s and 50s and the
Republican Party s embrace of cultural conservatism in the 1980s The choices made by the parties in these circumstances
were less a response to candidates or general electoral pressures than to activist and group influences on nominations Party



change is ultimately rooted in group change which in turn is ultimately rooted in the coalitional and organizational
challenges confronting groups Baylor surveys the factors that determine whether a coalition is viable including issue overlap
the approval of their own members and staff and the ability to reach new audiences Whether groups succeed in transforming
parties depends largely on choosing the right allies and adjusting accordingly In moments of profound party change the
prevailing political forces come to light With its fine grained analysis of major party change First to the Party offers new
insight into the classic issues confronting parties representation and democracy   American Gridlock James A.
Thurber,Antoine Yoshinaka,2015-11-12 American Gridlock is a comprehensive analysis of polarization encompassing national
and state politics voters elites activists the media and the three branches of government   The Politics Industry
Katherine M. Gehl,Michael E. Porter,2020-06-23 Leading political innovation activist Katherine Gehl and world renowned
business strategist Michael Porter bring fresh perspective deep scholarship and a real and actionable solution Final Five
Voting to the grand challenge of our broken political and democratic system Final Five Voting has already been adopted in
Alaska and is being advanced in states across the country The truth is the American political system is working exactly how it
is designed to work and it isn t designed or optimized today to work for us for ordinary citizens Most people believe that our
political system is a public institution with high minded principles and impartial rules derived from the Constitution In reality
it has become a private industry dominated by a textbook duopoly the Democrats and the Republicans and plagued and
perverted by unhealthy competition between the players Tragically it has therefore become incapable of delivering solutions
to America s key economic and social challenges In fact there s virtually no connection between our political leaders solving
problems and getting reelected In The Politics Industry business leader and path breaking political innovator Katherine Gehl
and world renowned business strategist Michael Porter take a radical new approach They ingeniously apply the tools of
business analysis and Porter s distinctive Five Forces framework to show how the political system functions just as every
other competitive industry does and how the duopoly has led to the devastating outcomes we see today Using this
competition lens Gehl and Porter identify the most powerful lever for change a strategy comprised of a clear set of choices in
two key areas how our elections work and how we make our laws Their bracing assessment and practical recommendations
cut through the endless debate about various proposed fixes such as term limits and campaign finance reform The result true
political innovation The Politics Industry is an original and completely nonpartisan guide that will open your eyes to the true
dynamics and profound challenges of the American political system and provide real solutions for reshaping the system for
the benefit of all THE INSTITUTE FOR POLITICAL INNOVATION The authors will donate all royalties from the sale of this
book to the Institute for Political Innovation   Presidential Party Building Daniel J. Galvin,2009-09-21 Modern presidents
are usually depicted as party predators who neglect their parties exploit them for personal advantage or undercut their
organizational capacities Challenging this view Presidential Party Building demonstrates that every Republican president



since Dwight D Eisenhower worked to build his party into a more durable political organization while every Democratic
president refused to do the same Yet whether they supported their party or stood in its way each president contributed to the
distinctive organizational trajectories taken by the two parties in the modern era Unearthing new archival evidence Daniel
Galvin reveals that Republican presidents responded to their party s minority status by building its capacities to mobilize
voters recruit candidates train activists provide campaign services and raise funds From Eisenhower s Modern
Republicanism to Richard Nixon s New Majority to George W Bush s hopes for a partisan realignment Republican presidents
saw party building as a means of forging a new political majority in their image Though they usually met with little success
their efforts made important contributions to the GOP s cumulative organizational development Democratic presidents in
contrast were primarily interested in exploiting the majority they inherited not in building a new one Until their majority
disappeared during Bill Clinton s presidency Democratic presidents eschewed party building and expressed indifference to
the long term effects of their actions Bringing these dynamics into sharp relief Presidential Party Building offers profound
new insights into presidential behavior party organizational change and modern American political development   No
Middle Ground Seth Masket,2009-04-21 This is a fascinating book It is one of the best studies of the ways that parties and
politics get conducted in any American state Masket shows that legislators can be perfectly content without parties that
control agendas and does a terrific job of explaining the transition from free wheeling legislators to rigidly partisan voting
blocs Sam Popkin University of California at San Diego No Middle Ground makes a significant contribution to the study of
American parties and legislative politics Matthew Green Catholic University of America Despite concerns about the
debilitating effects of partisanship on democratic government in recent years political parties have gained strength in state
governments as well as in Washington In many cases these parties function as machines Unlike machines of the past that
manipulated votes however today s machines determine which candidates can credibly compete in a primary Focusing on the
history and politics of California Seth E Masket reveals how these machines evolved and how they stay in power by directing
money endorsements and expertise to favored candidates who often tend toward the ideological extreme In a provocative
conclusion Masket argues that politicians are not inherently partisan Instead partisanship is thrust upon them by actors
outside the government with the power to manipulate primary elections   American Political Parties and Elections Louis
Sandy Maisel,2016 Few Americans and even fewer citizens of other nations understand the electoral process in the United
States Still fewer understand the role played by political parties in the electoral process or the ironies within the system
Participation in elections in the United States is much lower than in the vast majority of mature democracies Perhaps this is
because of the lack of competition in a country where only two parties have a true chance of winning despite the fact that a
large number of citizens claim allegiance to neither and think badly of both Or perhaps it is because in the U S campaign
contributions disproportionately favor incumbents in most legislative elections or that largely unregulated groups such as the



now notorious 527s have as much impact on the outcome of a campaign as do the parties or the candidates campaign
organizations These factors offer a very clear picture of the problems that underlay our much trumpeted electoral system The
second edition of this Very Short Introduction introduces the reader to these issues and more Drawing on updated data and
new examples from the 2016 presidential nominations L Sandy Maisel provides an insider s view of how the system actually
works while shining a light on some of its flaws He also illustrates the growing impact of campaigning through social media
the changes in campaign financing wrought by the Supreme Court recent decisions and the Tea Party s influence on the sub
presidential nominating process As the United States enter what is sure to be yet another highly contested election year it is
more important than ever that Americans take the time to learn the system that puts so many in power   Leadership
Organizations in the House of Representatives Scott Meinke,2019-01-24 In recent Congresses roughly half of the members of
the U S House of Representatives served in whip organizations and on party committees According to Scott R Meinke rising
electoral competition and polarization over the past 40 years have altered the nature of party participation In the 1970s and
1980s the participation of a wide range of members was crucial to building consensus Since then organizations responsible
for coordination in the party have become dominated by those who follow the party line At the same time key leaders in the
House use participatory organizations less as forums for internal deliberations over policy and strategy than as channels for
exchanging information with supporters outside Congress and broadcasting sharply partisan campaign messages to the
public   Understanding the Tea Party Movement Nella Van Dyke,2016-02-24 Hailing themselves as heirs to the
American Revolution the Tea Party movement staged tax day protests in over 750 US cities in April 2009 quickly establishing
a large and volatile social movement Tea Partiers protested at town hall meetings about health care across the country in
August leading to a large national demonstration in Washington on September 12 2009 The movement spurred the formation
or redefinition of several national organizations and many more local groups and emerged as a strong force within the
Republican Party Self described Tea Party candidates won victories in the November 2010 elections Even as activists
demonstrated their strength and entered government the future of the movement s influence and even its ultimate goals are
very much in doubt In 2012 Barack Obama the movement s prime target decisively won re election Congressional
Republicans were unable to govern and the Republican Party publicly wrestled with how to manage the insurgency within
Although there is a long history of conservative movements in America the library of social movement studies leans heavily to
the left The Tea Party movement its sudden emergence and its uncertain fate provides a challenge to mainstream American
politics It also challenges scholars of social movements to reconcile this new movement with existing knowledge about social
movements in America Understanding the Tea Party Movement addresses these challenges by explaining why and how the
movement emerged when it did how it relates to earlier eruptions of conservative populism and by raising critical questions
about the movement s ultimate fate   Politics, Parties and Pressure Groups Valdimer Orlando Key,1947   The Tyranny



of the Two-Party System Lisa J. Disch,2002-05-07 The closely contested presidential election of 2000 which many analysts
felt was decided by voters for the Green Party cast a spotlight on a structural contradiction of American politics Critics
charged that Green Party voters inadvertently contributed to the election of a conservative Republican president because
they chose to vote their conscience rather than choose between two evils But why this choice of two Is the two party system
of Democrats and Republicans an immutable and indispensable aspect of our democracy Lisa Disch maintains that it is not
There is no constitutional warrant for two parties and winner take all elections need not set third parties up to fail She
argues that the two party system as we know it dates only to the twentieth century and that it thwarts democracy by wasting
the votes and silencing the voices of dissenters The Tyranny of the Two Party System reexamines a once popular nineteenth
century strategy called fusion in which a dominant party candidate ran on the ballots of both the established party and a
third party In the nineteenth century fusion made possible something that many citizens wish were possible today to register
a protest vote that counts and that will not throw the election to the establishment candidate they least prefer The book
concludes by analyzing the 2000 presidential election as an object lesson in the tyranny of the two party system and with
suggestions for voting experiments to stimulate participation and make American democracy responsive to a broader range
of citizens   Party Organizations Richard S Katz,Peter Mair,1992-12-17 This data handbook provides the most
comprehensive available source of information on political parties in Europe It includes detailed data on party size and
organization membership and affiliation rules party organization and staffing candidate selection leadership policy formation
internal decision making organizational adaptation finances participation in executive office electoral performance public
opinion surveys   Party and Society Cedric de Leon,2014-01-07 Political parties are central to democratic life yet there is
no standard definition to describe them or the role they occupy Voter centered theoretical approaches suggest that parties
are the mere recipients of voter interests and loyalties Party centered approaches by contrast envision parties that polarize
democratize or dominate society In addition to offering isolated and competing notions of democratic politics such
approaches are also silent on the role of the state and are unable to account for organizations like Hamas Hezbollah and the
African National Congress which exhibit characteristics of parties states and social movements simultaneously In this timely
book Cedric de Leon examines the ways in which social scientists and other observers have imagined the relationship
between parties and society He introduces and critiques the full range of approaches using enlivening comparative examples
from across the globe Cutting through a vast body of research de Leon offers a succinct and lively analysis that outlines the
key thinking in the field placing it in historical and contemporary context The resulting book will appeal to students of
sociology political science social psychology and related fields
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